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Community Agencies Press On as Local Pandemic Response Enters Second 
Month 
 
BUCKHANNON – As the local COVID-19 pandemic response enters its second month, 
local agencies continue to share information for an effective response. 
 
The Upshur-Buckhannon Health Department updated members of the Buckhannon-
Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force on the number of cases in Upshur County. 
“We have two recoveries and one on-going case in Upshur County,” said Sue McKisic, 
Nurse Director with the health department.  
 
The cases comprise the three total positive cases found in Upshur County since the 
pandemic began. 
 
So far, the Buckhannon-Upshur community is holding its own. Medical providers and 
first responder agencies reported that personal protective equipment is sufficient, 
though that could change if there is a spike of incidents in Upshur County. Medical 
facilities continue to separate symptomatic from asymptomatic patients to limit 
exposures, and clinics and practitioners have transitioned to providing many services by 
telemedicine. Police, fire, and emergency medical responders are still providing 100% 
of their emergency services, albeit with extra precautions like wearing masks to protect 
residents and responders. 
 
Task force members discussed media reports that West Virginia’s surge of new 
coronavirus cases could peak this week. 
 
Members collectively agreed with Dr. Clay Marsh, the state’s COVID-19 Czar that the 
battle is not over. The peak represents the top of a curve, which necessarily must go 
back down. At best, if it were to peak this week, the state would be no more than 
halfway through the first wave in the pandemic response. 
 
Though the numbers are encouraging, residents should stay the course with their 
responses. Continue to practice social distancing and good hygiene, like the following. 

 Plan weekly supply or grocery trips, and when making those trips, allow six feet 
of space between persons.  



14 APR 2020 – p.2 
 

 Check with your neighbors to see if one person on your block can make a single 
trip for supplies for several households. 

 Send one person per family or group into grocery stores, pharmacies, etc.  
 Follow CDC recommendations for wearing cloth masks while in public. 
 Remember to keep six feet between you and those around you when you are 

outside (except for family units that live together – for example, holding a small 
child’s hand while taking a walk). 

 Wash hands with soap and water for 20 seconds, or use alcohol-based hand 
sanitizers that contain at least 60% alcohol. 

 
The task force also heard from agencies that have provided food throughout the county 
during the past month. Upshur County Schools distributed over 5,000 meals on 
Monday, April 13, and school representatives indicated that the number increases with 
each food delivery. 
 
Other options include Meals on Wheels and a curbside service at the Upshur County 
Senior Center for its clients, as well as a pick-up service at the Salvation Army (between 
9 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Tuesdays and Thursdays) and the Parish House food pantry 
(where residents can call to schedule pick-ups between 9 a.m. and 12 p.m., Monday 
through Friday). 
 
As always, the task force reminds residents to stay informed. Trusted, reliable sources 
of information include the following. 

 CDC: https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html 
 WVDHHR: https://dhhr.wv.gov/COVID-19/Pages/default.aspx 
 Governor Jim Justice: https://governor.wv.gov/Pages/default.aspx  
 Upshur County Commission: http://www.upshurcounty.org/alert_detail.php or 

@upshurcountycommission on Facebook 
 City of Buckhannon: http://buckhannonwv.org/covid-19/ or @buckhannonwv on 

Facebook 
 
The Buckhannon-Upshur COVID-19 Community Task Force is a coalition of 
stakeholders representing the health department, medical providers, the county and city 
governments, as well as emergency response agencies, educational providers, social 
services agencies, and civic organizations. The task force also includes representatives 
from daycare centers, public housing authorities, nursing homes, etc. 


